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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ''originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments,): 

Description, pages: 

1 -57 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1 -21 as originally filed 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2-21 

No: Claims 1 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-21 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-21 

No: Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement unde r Artirle 35^2^ with regard to novelty, inventive 
ste p or industrial applicf ihilit Y: citati ons and explanations supporting such 
statement 

1 . Before assessing the novelty and the inventiveness of the claimed subject- 
matter, it is necessary to consider the wording of claim 1 - Art. 6 PCT as to 
clarity and interpretation of claims. 

1 .1 Claim 1 concerns any composition suitable for reducing to any extent any 
wrinkle, whereby the said any composition comprises (ie includes the 
components as defined in the body of the claim, without excluding that other 
components are present): 

A. Any active suitable for reducing to any degree any wrinkle, comprising 
(idem) any amount (ie even beyond the limits as given on page 12, line 
2) of any nonionic polyhydric alcohol humectant (eg low, medium or 
high molecular weight alcohol with at least two hydroxyl groups) and 
any amount of any water-soluble wetting agent selected from any 
cationic surfactant, any non-alkoxylated nonionic surfactant and any 
anionic surfactant; and, 

B. Any amount (even well below 80 or 50%, see page 5, last paragraph) 
of any liquid aqueous carrier (ie with any amount of water, see page 12, 
line 18). 

1 .2 According to claim 1 only the carrier is liquid and aqueous, hence the 
composition as such is not necessarily liquid. 

1 .3 Contrarily to the definition in claim 1 , the non-alkoxylated nonionic surfactant 
actually may be alkoxylated, at least for the derivatives, according to the 
description, see page 8, lines 20-21. 

2.1 It is immediately apparent that the breadth of claim 1 is such to cover 

embodiments which do not contain all of the essential features as specified 
in the description of the application under examination, namely: 
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i. 0.01 to 10% by weight of the composition of polyols having a molecular 
weight below 1000, see page 12, line 2, as well as claim 7; 

ii. 0.01 to 10% by weight of the wetting agent, see page 10, line 28, as 
well as claim 5; 

iii. The liquid aqueous carrier comprises from 50 to 95% by weight of the 
composition, see page 12, line 20, as well as claim 8. 

2.2 Regarding the extent of reduction of the wrinkles, it is neither disclosed as 
such, nor exemplified either, see the examples which merely show the 
compositions. 

2.3 In summary, it is apparent that claim 1 does not include all of the essential 
features of the alleged invention, i.e. the compositional ranges which are 
necessary to solve the technical problem of the alleged invention, or which 
are necessary to achieve the advantages used in the description to justify 
the presence of an inventive step. Hence, the requirements of Art. 6 PCT as 
to support by the description are not met. 

2.4 Any question of support taken apart, if claim 1 does not contain all of the 
essential features of the alleged invention, it thus encompasses 
embodiments of the (alleged) invention which are not suitable for achieving 
the object or the advantages of the (alleged) invention as described. In other 
words, there is a lack of support for the presence of an inventive step "a 
priori", i.e. before considering the relevance of the prior art (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

2.5 Moreover, by appraising the information contained in the entire specification 
in the light of the skilled person' s common general knowledge at the date of 
the application, it results that the present application does not contain 
sufficient information to allow a person skilled in the art, using his common 
general knowledge, to carry out the alleged invention without undue 
burden within substantially the whole scope of claim 1 . 

3. If claim 1 was clear and supported, the following opinion would be given on 
novelty and inventive step: 
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3 1 Pertinence of the available art _ 
■ D1 (US=A.5573_695) discloses a wrinkle-removing composition compnsing a 
liquid aqueous carrier, a vegetable oil based quaternary ammonium 
surtactant and a further surfactant component, eg selected from luorinated 
surfactants comprising telomer B monoether with polyethylene glycol 
ethylene glycol and water (see claim 11), or even potassium fluoroalkyl 

carboxylate (see claim 8). thomnf 
D2 (USdV^imSfig) discloses a composition and the relevant use thereof 
for reducing wrinkles in fabrics, the composition comprises an aqueous 
alcoholic solution or mixture of an anionic siliconate with glycenn. 
D3 (11S:A=36Z4688) discloses a solution for removing wrinkles from porous 
textiles fabric materials, the solution consisting essentially of water, alcohol 
and a quaternary ammonium salt surfactants. 

D4 (U§iA=3_6Q0325) discloses a de-wrinkler comprising an aerosol spray 
composition consisting of about 50 wt% water, 30 wt% isopropyl alcohol and 

20 wt% isobutane. . 
D5 r r,R-A-i 542 456 ^ (see example II) discloses a de-wrinkler composition 
containing the following ingredients: sodium carbonate, tetraethylene glycol, 
decyl ether, water. 

D6 f FP-A-Q 292 909 ) discloses an aqueous composition for removing 
wrinkles from a fabric comprising: one or more of ethyl, propyl and isopropyl 
alcohols; glycerine; a nonionic surfactant such as ethoxylates; water as a 
balancG. 

D7 /; fp-A-0 190 839 ) discloses a composition for removing wrinkles from 

fabrics, the composition comprises the ingredients of D3. 

D8 r wn-A-96yi5310 ) (see claim 1) discloses a wrinkle reducing composition 

comprising: a wrinkle reducing active selected from silicone, film-forming 

polymer (see claim 6) and mixtures thereof; a liquid aqueous earner. 

D9 (i, is-A-3 436 772 ) (see claim 4) discloses a de-wrinkler spray 

composition comprising isopropyl alcohol, propylene glycol and water. 

D10 / YP 002089278 ) discloses a spray de-wrinkler comprises a composition 

consisting of nonionic surfactant, silicone oil, cationic surfactant, lower 

alcohol and water, dimethyl ether. Neither a polyhydric alcohol humectant, 

nor a salt are defined in D10, 
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D1 1 ( XP 002089279 ) discloses an agent for smooth ironing of clothes 
comprising a sizing agent of a water-soluble polymer, a block copolymer, 
water. 

D12 rXP 002089312 ) discloses a de-wrinkling agent comprising water, 
alcohol, glycerin diacetate as wrinkle softener, ammonium chloride dimethyl 
distearate as softener. 

D13 ( XP 002089335 ) discloses a crease remover composition containing 
water, lower alcohol and surfactant (polyoxyethylene nonylphenol ether). 
D14 ( XP 002089336 ) discloses an air sol type fibre wrinkle remover 
comprising: an aqueous alcohol solution mixed with eg surfactants such as 
n-alkyi m-methyl ammonium salts or betaines. 



3.2 Conclusions 

i. The composition of claim 1 lacks novelty under Art. 33(2) PCT over the 
composition of D2, which discloses a composition and the relevant use 
thereof for reducing wrinkles in fabrics, the composition comprises an 
aqueous alcoholic solution or mixture of an anionic siliconate with glycerin. 

ii. D6 is also considered as a closest prior art, in so far it discloses an aqueous 
composition for removing wrinkles from a fabric comprising: one or more of 
ethyl, propyl and isopropyl alcohols; glycerine (essential component); a 
nonionic surfactant such as ethoxylates; water as a balance. Thus D6 
discloses a wrinkle reducing composition with all of the components of the 
composition of claim 1 under examination but the presence of a non- 
alkoxylated nonionic component. In view of the interpretation of claim 1, in 
light of the description, see point 1 .3 infra, the component actually is 
alkoxylated, the subject-matter of claim 1 lacks an inventive step at least 
over D6 under Art. 33(3) PCT. 

ill. The composition of claim 1 under examination was known, or at least 

obvious for the skilled person - Art. 33(2)(3) PCT. 
iv. The above objection applies to the additional features of claims 4-8, 10, 16- 

21. 

V. Regarding the further additional features of the remaining dependent claims, 
which appear to concern equivalent components of the composition, it is not 
apparent either, in absence of convincing arguments, that they actually 
involve any inventive step under Art. 33(3) PCT. 
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4. It is not at present apparent that or what part of the application could serve 
as a basis for new, allowable independent claims. 

5 The attention of the applicants is drawn to the problem of double patenting 
with respect to parallel applications US98/08125 and US98/08129. 



Rp Item VII 

nortain riAfents in thf> international application 

3. The following objections/observations are merely for the sake of information, 
i.e. to be used before the EPO in case of regional, further examination 
procedure, if any. 

1 . The documents cited in the search report and reflecting the closest state of 
the art should be acknowledged in the description - Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT. The 
comment however should be purely factual - Art. 34.2(b) PCT. 

2. The description should be brought into line with any new set of claims - Art. 6 
PCT. 

2 1 The description of the present application contains the expression "... 

incorporated ... herein" (see page 27, line 8; page 29, lines 24-25 and 31 ; 
page 39, lines 13-14; page 43, line 2; page 48, line 9; page 50, line 25; page 
51 , lines 3, 25 and 26; page 52. line 28). In other words, while describing the 
present invention, reference has been made to the content of an other 
document, which content however has not been included in the description 
of the present application. The examiner considers that this reference merely 
aims at indicating or acknowledging a relevant state of the art according to 
Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT. 

Hence, a short comment of the corresponding document appears to be suf- 
ficient. The comment however should be purely factual - Art. 34.2(b) PCT. If 
it is not necessary to know the content of said documents to carry out the 
present invention, the expression " ... incorporated herein ..." should be can- 
celled. 
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Should (part of) the content of said documents be necessary for carrying out 
the present invention, the applicant(s) must include in the description of the 
present application the necessary information taken from said documents, 
i.e. without contravening to the requirements of Art. 34.2(b) PCT. The 
description must contain all the essential features of the invention per se. 

2.2 Throughout the application, see particularly page 50, line 10, the uriits of 
measure are not in compliance with the requirements of Rule 10 PCT. 

3. To expedite any said further, regional examination before the EPO, if any, 
the applicant(s) should indicate the location in the application as originally 
filed of the passages forming a basis for the amendments - Art, 34.2(b) PCT. 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . Contrarily to the definition in claim 1 , the non-alkoxylated nonionic surfactant 
actually may be alkoxylated, at least for the derivatives, according to the 
description, see page 8, lines 20-21. Please clarify, Art. 6 PCT. 
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Mark the following check-box if the certified copy of the earlier application ts lo be issued by the Office which for the purposes of the present international 
application is the receiving Office (a fee may be required): 

1 1 The receiving Office is hereby reouested to prepare and transmit to the International 
1 1 Bureau a certified copy of the earlier application(s) identified above as item(s) : 
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Earlier search Fill in where a search (international, international type or other) by the International Searching Authority has already been carried 
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such search or request either by reference to the relevant application (or the translation thereof) or by reference to the search request: 
Country (or regional Office): Date { day/month/year }: Number: 
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5. drawings sheets 


This international application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 

1. 1 1 separate signed 5 C-| fee calculation sheet 
1 1 power of attorney cz^ 

2 copy of general . 1 1 separate indications concerning 
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the purported international application; 


1 I received: 


4. Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2) 


I 1 not received: 


5. International Searching Authority /^'O 
specified by the applicant: loA /c^^ 


6 1 1 Transmittal of search copy delayed 
1 1 until search fee is paid 







Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau 



Form PCT/RO/ 101 ( last sheet ) (January 1 994 . rcprini S July 1 994) 



See Notes to the request form 




f^TAJS 9 8^08127 
HO/US 2 8 JUL 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 
(Appointment of Agent or Common Representative) 
POWER OF ATTORNEY 



The undersigned applicant: 



Bruno Albert Jean HUBESCH 
Van Vlasselaerstraat 16 
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The international application contains __j^_q^ Resignations 
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